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October 6, 2004, 12:00 noon  
 

Mount St. Helens Alert Level Decreased 
VANCOUVER, Wash. -- Today the U.S. Geological Survey announced that the Volcano 
Alert Level for Mount St. Helens was decreased to Level 2.  The USGS will continue to 
monitor the situation closely and will issue additional updates and Alert Level changes as 
warranted. Changes in alerts are based on changing conditions and information. 

The Unified Command of the Emergency Coordination Center for the Mt. St. Helens 
incident will continue to assess areas currently closed to the public.  The Unified 
Command is comprised of the USGS, the USDA Forest Service, and the state and counties. 
They will continue to monitor and coordinate between many agencies to protect public 
safety. 

All areas currently closed will remain closed until further notice. 

Seismicity remained at low levels overnight. After the vigorous steam-and-ash emission of 
yesterday morning, seismicity dropped with individual events becoming smaller. By 5 p.m. 
yesterday, individual events became rare and seismicity has been stable at a low level.  

Yesterday, field crews continued to harden global positioning system sites for the 
approaching winter. The GPS sites on the dome survived the steam-and-ash emission and 
data are being received and processed at the observatory. Data from GPS instruments on 
the outer flanks of the volcano show no movement of the outer flanks.  

No gas measurements were taken yesterday. A seismic crew installed an additional 
broadband seismometer on the northwest flank of the volcano which will help show a 
broader range of seismic energy release. With the help of the USDA Forest Service, field 
crews installed an antenna mast which will improve the ability to retrieve data from the 
field.  

Rain began to fall at the mountain at about 7:30 p.m.  Nearly two hours later, about 0.1 
inch of rain had fallen. Overnight, the acoustic flow monitor in the crater indicated that 
several small debris flows had moved past the site. By midnight, higher flows were 
recorded at a station on the pumice plain, but none were large enough to trigger an 
automatic alert. We expect these small debris flows to recur during intense rainstorms.  

Wind forecasts from the National Weather Service, combined with eruption models, show 
winds this morning are from the west-southwest such that any ash clouds will drift to the 
east-northeast.  
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The following information is provided by the Unified Command of the Emergency 
Coordination Center for Mt. St. Helens based on information from the United States 
Geological Survey, the United States Forest Service, and the state and counties.  
 
Ape Cave, near Cougar south of the mountain, is closed.  Also closed is the Mt. Margaret 
back country located north of Spirit Lake and east of Coldwater Lake. Climbing above 
4,800 feet is prohibited.  Sections of the Loowit and Truman trails and the Willow trail on 
the north side of the volcano are closed.  Forest Road 81 is closed between Kalama Horse 
Camp and Cougar Snow Park.  Trailheads north of Forest Roads 81 and 83 are closed. 
 
Current road closures include State Route 504 at the Coldwater Ridge Visitor Center 
intersection to the Johnston Ridge Observatory, which remains closed.  This section of SR-
504 will remain closed until the U.S. Forest Service indicates it is safe to reopen.  Road 
closures are in place to protect public safety. 
   
The Cascades Volcanic Observatory is open to media for Photography and video only of 
the seismographs and other instruments between 4:50 a.m. and 7:00 a.m. and from 4:30 
p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  No interviews will be allowed so scientists can focus on their duties.  
The Observatory is located at 1300 S.E. Cardinal Court, near 164th Avenue and Tech 
Center Drive. 
 
The Joint Information Center is at the USDA Forest Service Gifford Pinchot National 
Forest Headquarters.  A conference bridge is available for the briefing.  Media should call 
(210) 234-9881 and enter pin number 96721#. 
 
The address of the Pinchot Headquarters is 10600 NE 51st Circle, Vancouver, Wash.  The 
phone number for media to call to reach JIC staff is (360) 891-5180. 
 
Press conferences will continue to be held at the Headquarters office of the Gifford Pinchot 
National Forest. The morning press conference is at 9:30 a.m.  The afternoon press 
conference is at 2:30 p.m. 
 
The JIC will currently be staffed from 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.  
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